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DEVOTIONS 
Think about devotions as a continuation of our community’s worship. The following basic pattern 
could be one way of forming your household’s devotions. Adapt as necessary! 
 

GATHERING 
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.”  

 Prayer of the Week 
God, every day we are tempted to follow the wrong path, overlook the needs of 
others, and do the wrong thing. That’s why we need you. Please be with us when 
we fall, restore us through your mercy, and save us in moments of temptation. 
Amen. 

 

CARING CONVERSATION 

Take a moment to check in with each other or to use the questions below.  
 

? Highs & Lows: Name one thing that happened today that was really good. Name 
one thing that happened today that was not so good. 

? Thinking About This Week’s Story: The first temptation is for Jesus to turn stones 
into bread, right when Jesus was very hungry. Was there one thing today that 
tempted you? Why do you think that happened?  

? Getting Ready for Next Week’s Story: Next week’s story is often called the 
Beatitudes. A beatitude simply means blessing. Can you name one way you were 
blessed today?  

 

DAILY BIBLE READING 

Read aloud from the DAILY BIBLE READING from the front. What do you want to 
remember from this reading? 
 

PRAY TOGETHER 

 Have each person pray for one thing that they are worried about and one thing 
they happy about. 

 

CLOSING  
 If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotion time. 

 Rituals & Traditions: A Blessing to Share 
With permission, mark one another with the sign of the cross on the forehead, and 
say,  “May Jesus surround you with angels to guide you in truth and mercy 
Amen.”  
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SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE WEEK 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness.   

- Matthew 4:1 

 

MEALTIME PRAYER 

Dear God, you give us so much to be thankful for. We thank you for food and drink 
with our family and friends. We thank you for all that you give us this day, every day. 
Amen. 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

Something to consider as you read: What are the people doing in each story? What is 
God doing in each story? 

Sunday Matthew 4:1-17  Temptation in the Wilderness 
Monday Matthew 4:18-22  Calling the Fishermen 
Tuesday Matthew 4:23-25  Exorcisms and Healings 
Wednesday Psalm 103:1-5  Blessed the Lord, O My Soul 
Thursday Psalm 103:6-14  The Lord of Mercy 
Friday Psalm 103:15-18  The Lord’s Steadfast Love  
Saturday Palm 103:19-22  Bless the Lord! 
Sunday Matthew 5:1-20  Sermon on the Mount 

If your household includes younger children, use a child-friendly Bible. You might find that the 
children’s Bible you are using may not include the very story assigned for the DAILY BIBLE 
READINGS. Read to your kids anyway. Just pick a story! 

 

SERVICE CHALLENGE 

SERVICE is how we enact God’s great love for the entire world.  

Buy a favorite tempting treat your family loves to eat and donate it to the food shelf.  

Sharing  
GOD’S STORY 

@ home 

January 20, 2019 Matthew 4:1-17  


